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If you would like to support the work of the Minster, you 
can scan this QR code, which will take you to our giving 
portal. You can also make donations in the Minster, using 
the Gift Aid envelopes or as a contactless payment on 
the terminal by the porch door. Thank you.

Donating to the Minster

(Cover photo by Laurie Turner)

The Minster Fair and the Folk Festival Weekend
Saturday 13th - Sunday 14th June

On Saturday 13th, from 10am to 4pm, the Minster Green will again be full of 
stalls and activities. Last year, memorably, we were driven inside by the rain,  
so we hope for some sun in 2026! Volunteers are always welcome, above all for  
the early start putting up tables and fencing!

Whatever the weather, make your way through the dancers and musicians  
and enjoy :
• 	 the ever-growing Friends stall, with bric-a-brac and a wide range of plants;
• 	 bargains and unexpected treasures on the well-stocked bookstall;
• 	 fine jewellery expertly curated by Sarah Steele;
• 	 posies produced by the Flower Ladies;
• 	 rides from the belltower for your teddies; 
•  a range of stalls and traditional games particularly for children and young 	
	 families, organised by Claire Lehmann.

And of course, if you need a quiet moment or someone to talk to, visit the 
Godspace tent.

Inside the Minster, there will be Tower Tours by the bellringers, with a chance to 
try ringing, and the Chained Library will be open. The Minster Guides will also 
be on duty to welcome and explain.

For the Sunday services, please see the Diary for June

(Cover photo:   ) 
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Contact details
Rector 	 Canon Andrew Rowland	   		  01202 882340
	 rector@wimborneminster.org.uk 
Churchwardens 	 Mr Andrew Patrick			     	 01202 886871
	 andrew-churchwarden@wimborneminster.org.uk
	 Mr Peter Cook			     	 01202 885470
	 peter-churchwarden@wimborneminster.org.uk 
Assoc. Priests 	 The Revd. Heather Waldsax 	   	 01202 884753
	 heather-assocpriest@wimborneminster.org.uk
	 The Revd. Bill French 	   		
	 bill-assocpriest@wimborneminster.org.uk 
	 The Revd. Steve Atkins 	   		   
	 steve-assocpriest@wimborneminster.org.uk 	  
	 The Revd. Elise Harding			   01202 884775		
	 elise-assistpriest@wimborneminster.org.uk 
	 The Revd. Canon Nigel LLoyd		
	 nigel-assistpriest@wimborneminster.org.uk 
	 The Revd. Derek Butler 
	 derek-assistpriest@wimborneminster.org.uk 
Curate	 The Revd. Marianne Mangham  
	 marianne-curate@wimborneminster.org.uk
Organist 	 Mr Colin Davey 			     	 07870 518046
	 organist@wimborneminster.org.uk 
Families’ Worker 	 Mrs Claire Lehmann			    	  
	 claire@wimborneminster.org.uk  
Facilities Manger 	 Mr Martin Smith 				    01202 886667		
	 facilities.manager@wimborneminster.org.uk  
Vergers	 Mr Elton Barker 				    01202 886667 
	 elton-verger@wimborneminster.org.uk  
	 Mr Gerald Chissell 		    		  01202 886667		
	 gerald-verger@wimborneminster.org.uk  
	 Mr John Hughes 		    		  01202 886667		
	 john-verger@wimborneminster.org.uk 
Safeguarding	 Mrs Jane Davidson 				    07962 718724		
	 safeguardingofficer@wimborneminster.org.uk  
Stewardship 	 Mr Dennis Child 				    07973 698576 
	 stewardship@wimborneminster.org.uk  
Villages Admin. 	 Mrs Judith Lane	  
	 villageadmin@wimborneminster.org.uk  
Finance & Admin.	 Jessica Sargeaunt  
	 finance.manager@wimborneminster.org.uk 	 01202 884753 
Parish Secretary 	 Mrs Ruth Marshall 		    		  01202 884753 

Parish Office email: parishoffice@wimborneminster.org.uk  
www.wimborneminster.org.uk

    

Parish Magazine publication details
Co-editors: Rosalind Jensen and Andrew Kelley

Please send articles and information, by email if possible, 
to parishmagazine@wimborneminster.org.uk  or leave at the Parish Office.

Copy deadline for July issue: Thursday 18th June. 
For advertising information, contact the e-mail address above.

socialmedia@wimborneminster.org.uk

Assistant Priests

	 Sundays
	 8.00 am 	 Holy Communion (BCP)
	 9.30 am 	 Holy Communion (Common Worship)  
		  with prayer for healing on the 4th Sunday  
		  of the month
	 11.15 am 	 Minster Praise with Communion on 			 
		  the last Sunday of the month 
	 6.30 pm 	 Choral Evensong

	 Weekdays
	 Holy Communion  	 11.00am, Wednesday  (in the Minster)

	 Morning Prayer 		  8.30 am, Monday to Saturday (on Zoom)
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Services at the Minster

We continue to stream the 9.30 am services at the Minster. Look for the 
‘Wimborne Minster official’ YouTube channel for live and recorded services. 

Minster Praise offers all-age informal worship every Sunday from 11.15 until
 noon, and includes Kids in the Crypt for children.  

Come as you are, relax, and enjoy

Services at St Margaret’s Chapel
3rd Thursday  

11.00 am  Holy Communion (Common Worship)  

In May
24th 	 Baptism of Madison Marie Saunders
31st 	 Baptism of Alistair Zambrana
16th 	 Wedding of Matthew Johnson and Nicola Smith
30th 	 Wedding of Lily Wyer and Michael Kealy
30th 	 Wedding of Georgina Rosa and Samuel Widdicombe
18th 	 Burial of ashes of Revd. Thelma Lockwood

Dates for your diary - June

Tuesday 2nd 	 10.30am – 12 noon 	 Forest Garden Toddlers 
		  (Forest Garden)
Wednesday 3rd 	 1pm – 1.30pm 	 Meditation Group 
		  (Minster Crypt)
	 4pm 	 Prayer Circle (Church House)
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Thursday 4th 	 10am – 11.30am 	 Two by Two Toddler Group 	
		  (Church House Upstairs)
Friday 5th 	 10.30am – 12 noon 	 Home Education Group 
		  (Forest Garden)
	 12 noon – 1pm 	 Lunch and Chat (Church 	
		  House)
Saturday 6th 	 10am 	 MEG – Count on Nature 
		  (Forest Garden)
	 1.30pm 	 Wedding of Michelle Kearns 	
		  and Robert Allen
Sunday 7th 	 12.30am 	 Bring and Share Lunch 		
		  (Church House)
Tuesday 9th 	 10.30am – 12 noon 	 Forest Garden Toddlers 
		  (Forest Garden)
Wednesday 10th 	 1pm – 1.30pm 	 Meditation Group (Minster 	
		  Crypt)
	 4.00pm 	 Prayer Circle
Thursday 11th 	 10am – 11.30am 	 Two by Two Toddler Group 	
		  (Church House Upstairs)
Friday 12th 	 12 noon – 1pm 	 Lunch and Chat (Church 	
		  House)
Saturday 13th 	 10am – 4pm 	 Minster Fair (Minster Green)
	 7pm 	 Folk Festival Concert  
		  (Minster)
Sunday 14th 	 8am 	 Parish Communion
	 10am 	 Ecumenical Service on the 	
		  Green
	 6.30pm 	 Evensong

Tuesday 16th 	 10.30am – 12 noon 	 Forest Garden Toddlers 
		  (Forest Garden)
Wednesday 17th 	 1pm – 1.30pm 	 Meditation Group (Minster 	
		  Crypt)
	 4.00pm 	 Prayer Circle
Thursday 18th 	 10am – 11.30am 	 Two by Two Toddler Group 	
		  (Church House Upstairs)
	 2.15pm 	 Mothers’ Union meeting 		
		  (Church House)
Friday 19th 	 10.30am – 12 noon 	 Home schooling Group 
		  (Forest Garden)
	 12 noon – 1pm 	 Lunch and Chat (Church 	
		  House)
Sunday 21st 	 12.30am 	 Baptism of Leon Stephen 	
		  Mark and River Joshua 		
		  Jayden 	 Parry
	 2pm 	 Friends AGM and Tea 
		  (Church House)
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 3.30pm Friends Evensong (No Evensong at 
6.30pm) 

   

Monday 22nd 12 noon – 12.30pm Music Box lunchtime recital 
Tuesday 23rd 10.30am – 12 noon Forest Garden Toddlers (Forest 

Garden) 
 12 noon – 12.30pm Music Box lunchtime recital 
Wednesday 24th 12 noon – 12.30pm Music Box lunchtime recital 
 1pm – 1.30pm Meditation Group (Minster Crypt) 
 4pm Prayer Circle (Church House) 
Thursday 25th 10am – 11.30am Two by Two Toddler Group (Church 

House Upstairs) 
 12 noon – 12.30pm Music Box lunchtime recital 
Friday 26th 9.45am Canford School Leavers’ Service 
 12 noon – 12.30pm Music Box lunchtime recital 
 12 noon – 1pm Lunch and Chat (Church House) 
Saturday 27th 7.30pm Wimborne Choral Society concert 
Tuesday 30th 10.30am – 12 noon Forest Garden Toddlers (Forest 

Garden) 

 
  

WIMBORNE CHORAL SOCIETY 

Wimborne Minster Choristers 

Summer Concert 
Conductor: Colin Davey 

Organ: Sam Hanson 

Morten Lauridsen:  

Lux Aeterna 
Bob Chilcott:  

Canticles of Light 
John Rutter: 

                  Magnificat 
Wimborne Minster 

Saturday 27th June 7.30pm 
 

Tickets: £15.00/ £12.00/ Under 18s £6.00  

From:07802 589662 / Square Records, High St Wimborne / Or on the 
door  

 
 
Reg.Charity  No.1072276      www.wimbornechoralsociety.org. uk 

GLOBAL
FAIR

Saturday 27 June 2026
at Walford Mill, Wimborne, BH21 1NL

11am-4pm

Discover cultures, share traditions and learn about the environment. Enjoy a day of global
celebration with children’s storytelling & activities, delicious food and drumming & dance

performances for the whole family.   Visit stalls by DEED, the FairGround Shop, Planet Wimborne,
BPC Indian Community, Dorset Ukrainian Community, Wimborne First School, Allenbourn Middle

School, Queen Elizabeth School and more.  Please bring cash for some of the stalls.

Contact:  DEED at training@deed.org.uk to find out more 
www.deed.org.uk

This FREE event is brought to you by DEED, the FairGround Shop, Walford Mill
and friends, and is part of Wimborne Town of Culture 2026

Free art 

activities
Families welcome

Sunday 21st 	 3.30pm 	 Friends Evensong 
		  (No Evensong at 6.30pm)
Monday 22nd 	 12 noon – 12.30pm 	 Music Box lunchtime recital
Tuesday 23rd 	 10.30am – 12 noon 	 Forest Garden Toddlers 
		  (Forest Garden)
	 12 noon – 12.30pm 	 Music Box lunchtime recital
Wednesday 24th 	 12 noon – 12.30pm 	 Music Box lunchtime recital
	 1pm – 1.30pm 	 Meditation Group (Minster 	
		  Crypt)
	 4pm 	 Prayer Circle (Church House)
Thursday 25th 	 10am – 11.30am 	 Two by Two Toddler Group 	
		  (Church House Upstairs)
	 12 noon – 12.30pm 	 Music Box lunchtime recital
Friday 26th 	 9.45am 	 Canford School Leavers’ 
		  Service
	 12 noon – 12.30pm 	 Music Box lunchtime recital
	 12 noon – 1pm 	 Lunch and Chat (Church 	
		  House)
Saturday 27th 	 7.30pm 	 Wimborne Choral Society 	
		  concert
Tuesday 30th 	 10.30am – 12 noon 	 Forest Garden Toddlers 
		  (Forest Garden)
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Praying for the Wimborne benefice,
the town of Wimborne and the world

Prayer diary for June

1 	 Museum of East Dorset, Walford 	
	 Mill and Model Town
2 	 Our vergers, John, Gerald and 	
	 Elton
3 	 Lay Worship Leaders
4 	 Prayer groups
5 	 The Mission to Seafarers
6 	 Our facilities manager, Martin
7 	 Wimborne Civic Society and 	
	 Wimborne in Bloom
8 	 Local businesses, the
	 Chamber of Trade, the BID
9 	 FairTrade
10 	 GPs, nurses, carers,
	 physiotherapists
11 	 Our retired clergy
12 	 The Minster Choir, children and 	
	 adults
13 	 The flower arrangers, silver 
	 polishers
14 	 The Friends of Wimborne 
	 Minster

15 	 Church Mission Society
16 	 The Anglican Community in all 	
	 its diversity
17 	 Twinning Associations
18 	 Prison chaplains
19 	 Local farmers
20 	 Allenbourn School
21 	 PCC Treasurers and 
	 Safeguarding representatives
22 	 Two By Two and all children’s 	
	 groups
23 	 The Minster bellringers
24 	 God’s Acre Group
25 	 Pramacare
26 	 Dioceses of Yambio and Nzara 	
	 in South Sudan
27 	 Vision Wimborne
28 	 The financial sector
29 	 Climate emergency
30 	 Local Hospices

Praying for the Wimborne benefice,  
the town of Wimborne and the world 
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Congratulations to two centenarians! 
Two longstanding members of the congregation celebrated their 100th 
birthday in May. Anne Tame and her husband Peter (a retired 
Headmaster, who died in 2020) were strong advocates for including 
children in services, and developed the Children’s Corner 
into an attractive area with toys and books. 
Margaret Cave was an actress until her first marriage, to 
Ray James. After the death of their son, the couple set up a 
music charity which is still based in Wimborne. In 2018 
Margaret married again to Rob Cave; they were the oldest 
newly-weds in England. They had five happy years together 
before Rob’s death. We send our best wishes to Anne and Margaret. 

Two longstanding members of the 
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in 2020) were strong 
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Congratulations to two centenarians!
marriage, to Ray James. After the death 
of their son, the couple set up a music 
charity which is still based in Wimborne. 

In 2018
Margaret married again 
to Rob Cave; they were 
the oldest newly-weds in 
England. They had five 
happy years together
before Rob’s death. 
We send our best wishes to 
Anne and Margaret.



9

 

 

Praying for the Wimborne benefice,
the town of Wimborne and the world



10 11

Seasons 

 

Seasons 
 

Recently I read an article which carried out a survey 
looking at the fascination we Brits have with our 
weather. 
The survey told us that we spend over four months of 
our lives talking about the weather!  Breaking it down 
further the survey said that the average adult will post 
six weather-related comments a month on social media 

and also spend eleven minutes a week checking the weather forecast. 
I am not too surprised at these results and often hear people talking 
about the somewhat problematic climate in our country, bemoaning the 
fact that their event was rained off. 
As we all know, despite our four distinct seasons, our weather can be 
very variable. Now we have reached our Summer season – June to 
August – all of us will be hoping for 
plenty of warm sunshine in the 
longer daylight hours ahead. 
The book of Genesis, in its first 
chapter, tells us that our creator 
God put the seasons into place so 
that we may have the right climate 
for life and food. 
Our Church also has its seasons, 
known as the liturgical calendar, 
designed so that our worship has a structure to praise our God. The first 
season is Advent, a time of preparation for our Lord’s return,  
which is followed by Christmas. After which we have the season of 
Epiphany through which Jesus was revealed as the Son of God. 
Lent is the next season, a time of self-examination, leading to Easter and 
the miracle of Jesus’s resurrection from the dead, then on to Pentecost 
which marks the gift of the Holy Spirit to us. 
Lastly, we have the longest season called Ordinary time. Far from being 
mundane, this season is like a time out from our busyness in which 
Christians explore the life and ministry of Jesus, also reflecting on our 
place in this world and what we can do for neighbour and environment in 
the seasons of our life journeys. 
Our life seasons, as we know, can often be changeable, yet our God is a 
God of all seasons and his care and love is consistent and certain in our 
unpredictable world. 

Rev. Bill French 
Image: Wikimedia 
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Count on Nature 
The Minster Environment Group (MEG), God’s Acre Team and Minster Families 
invite you to engage in some citizen science. We will be doing the 'Church’s 
count on nature' on 6th June 10am till 12 noon in the Minster grounds. Children 
and parents can join the fun on the Forest garden and are also welcome in the 
God’s acre plot and around the Minster. The aim is to identify and record as many 
species of plants, animals and insects that we can find in our Church yard.
Recording species and sharing those records is a first step towards being able to 
protect them. The results are sent to ‘Count on Nature' and are
uploaded into iNaturalist:  (https://www.inaturalist.org/). 

Nature is changing faster than ever, so we need you to help record what lives 
where. The collated information allows national agencies to know what precious 
species are located where in the country. It helps the Church of England
and the Church in Wales to know whether they are fulfilling their aims tocare for 
and increase biodiversity and can be really useful if site
managers are making an application for a grant.

All are very welcome. We will have magnifiers, pots, ID charts and books
to help us. Please come and join the science.

Linda Bunting

With the recent rain, the Forest Garden 
is feeling very spring-like. The area 
closest to the gate gets the most 
intensive wear, but grass has sprung up 
again and elsewhere the nettles and ivy 
are flourishing.
Children using the Garden were excited 
to see frogs in the pond, but we 
realised the protective netting needed 
improvement, and that the pond itself 
would benefit from dead wood and 
leaves being scooped out. So Alison 
and I came on a quiet day to do a little 
work. At first we counted four frogs 
watching us from the water – difficult 
to spot since the pond is in the shade 
and the water quite brown. Then, as we 
tidied the edges of the pond, placing 
stones on the liner edge, we were 
startled and delighted to find a whole 
cluster of frogs sheltering in a liner fold! 
We look forward to seeing the
results of ‘Count on Nature’!
Rosalind Jensen

Surprises in the Forest Garden 
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expect to be on site – much of the work is high quality joinery which will 
be made in off-site workshops. If we are granted the Faculty for Phase 1, 
if we can fund that now, and if the on-site contract period fits in, it is 
 possible that work might be undertaken in Autumn 2026, but January – 
Easter 2027 might prove more likely. 

Andrew Patrick, Church Warden and Lay Worship Leader 
 

Forest Garden News 
The daffodils and primroses are open in the Forest Garden, with more 
flowers emerging in the raised beds. During the wettest weather, the 
group took refuge in the Minster, but it is lovely to be outside again. As 
well as enjoying the space and toys, children have been making projects 
for Mothering Sunday and for Easter.   

 
  

Otters in the Minster 

 

Otters in the Minster 
 

There was a recent report in the Canadian news about a family in British 
Columbia who discovered a river otter nest under their shed: a mother 
with three pups. A wildlife specialist helped them to sensitively convince 
the mother otter to move the nest elsewhere. The item includes a photo 
from the move, which might strike some Minster people as a familiar 
image. 
In the Minster nave, at the top of the arch nearest the north door, is my 
favourite thing in the church: a carving of an otter with something in its 
mouth. It’s difficult to make out, but it’s not a fish: in the otter’s mouth is a 
baby otter. It’s a carving of a mother otter carrying her baby. 
 
 
 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/river-otter-pups-bc-
home-9.7174004   

- Bruce Jensen 
 
Here are two other medieval 
otters (14th and 13th centuries): 

 

 
St Mary’s, Boyton (Wiltshire) 
has a tomb with an otter carved 
at the Crusader’s feet. It’s a 
fearsome beast!   
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from the move, which might strike 
some Minster people as a familiar
image.
In the Minster nave, at the top of the 
arch nearest the north door, is my 
favourite thing in the church: a carving 
of an otter with something in its mouth. 
It’s difficult to make out, but it’s not a 
fish: in the otter’s mouth is a baby otter. 
It’s a carving of a mother otter carrying 
her baby.
Bruce Jensen

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/river-otter-pups-bchome-
9.7174004

Here are two other medieval otters 
(14th and 13th centuries):
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Music Notes for June 

June is of course the month for the 
Wimborne Folk Festival and there will 
be an evening concert in the Minster on 
Saturday 13th.
The Michael James Music Trust 
celebrates its 30th year of “Music 
Box” school lunchtime concerts at the 
end of the month. The Michael James 
Music Trust was established in 1981 
by Raymond and Margaret James 

(pictured left) in memory of their son, 
the young organist and conductor 
Michael James BA, FRCO. Its mission 
is to discover, promote, educate and 
support gifted young musicians. 
Michael James was Assistant Director 
of Music at Canford School and 
Assistant Organist at Wimborne 
Minster. About to take up an
appointment as assistant at Rochester 
Cathedral, when he died of a
brain tumour in 1981. This year we 
welcome young students from St 
Michael’s CofE Middle School, Canford 
School, St John’s CofE First School and 
Merley First School.
To end the month, we welcome back 
for their Summer Concert, Wimborne 
Choral Society, conductor Colin 
Davey, with a varied programme: Bob 
Chilcott’s Canticles of Light, Morton 
Lauridsen’s Lux Aeterna and John 
Rutter’s Magnificat. At the organ will be 
Sam Hanson.
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The Minster’s Piano Player 
Newer members of the congregation may not know who Maurice is, but 
many certainly will. He was known also to the visitors who would stop 
and ask those of us on duty ‘Where is the piano player today?’ On April 
25th Maurice Stack celebrated his 104th birthday! He lives quietly now, 
after an illustrious career, and is looked after by his daughter and son in 
law and many carers. I met him as soon as I came to live in Wimborne 
twenty-four years ago and we’ve always been good friends. He has a lot 
of friends because he is such a lovely man. A true Christian, he attended 
St Margaret’s Chapel regularly, playing the harmonium for services, and 
still goes there if he can. But when he sat at the piano in the Minster he 
played what he loved, especially Chopin and Beethoven. 
For those of you who wonder where he has vanished to, you can be 
reassured that he is still very much here, living in his own home, enjoying 
playing scrabble and having a chat and a cuppa with friends ,and playing 
the piano at home occasionally. Congratulations Maurice. You’ve 
entertained many a visitor at the Minster, and many will have gone on 
their way feeling all the better for it. 

- Alison Watkins 
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Wimborne in Bloom Open Gardens 

 

Wimborne in Bloom Open Gardens 
 

Once again, twenty generous gardeners are opening their gardens to 
raise money for Wimborne in Bloom. Between 11am and 5pm on Sunday 
28th June you can visit gardens in and around the town, stopping for tea 
in some locations, of course, and perhaps getting ideas for your own 
planting.  
As usual, you can go round the gardens in any order, paying £10 (cash 
only) at the first one. The gardens are signposted, with a map of all 
locations posted in each of the main car parks. 
Wimborne in Bloom is once again grateful to Christopher Batten Estate 
Agents for their support of the event. 

Wimborne in Bloom supplies and 
looks after flowering plants in the 
tubs and baskets around the town, 
but that isn’t all! The volunteers are 
busy virtually through the year, 
sweeping, weeding, trimming and 
tidying, in ways we might not realise 
until we see them at work.  
Find more details about the Open 
Gardens and the year’s activities at 
www.wimborneinbloom.org.uk  

 

\ 
  
 

Why not join the Litter Picking volunteers 
organised by War on Waste, roughly every 
month? The sessions are 11.30 am-1pm on 
Sundays, starting at the Fairground Shop in the 
Cornmarket, and tools are supplied.  

Email waronwaste@gmail.com to find out more. 
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Minster Forum 

 

Minster Forum 
 

There are few things more important to the life of a 
parish than conversation. Churches have always 
been places where people gather not only for 
worship, but also for reflection, debate, 
encouragement and the sharing of ideas. A healthy 
church community is one in which different voices 
can be heard respectfully and thoughtfully. With this 
in mind, the editors have been considering how we 

might encourage a wider range of contributors to take part in the 
magazine.  
We remain enormously grateful to our loyal regular writers, whose 
features and articles continue to inform and entertain readers month by 
month. Long- standing favourites such as the Chained Library feature - 
alongside the ever-popular crossword - are very much valued parts of 
parish life. However, we are conscious that many others within our 
Minster family may also have views, experiences and reflections worth 
sharing.  
While the idea of a traditional letters page was discussed, there was 
some concern that it could easily become overly negative or adversarial 
in tone. Instead, we would like to introduce a new feature: Minster Forum. 
The intention is to create a space for thoughtful discussion on issues that 
affect society, faith and everyday life. From time to time we will invite 
readers to respond to a particular topic, sometimes one that may be 
challenging or controversial, always with the aim of encouraging 
respectful and constructive conversation. 
We hope this forum will reflect the diversity of opinion that exists within 
any church community. Contributions should ideally be concise, enabling 
us to include a range of viewpoints wherever possible. Naturally, as with 
any new venture, there may be a few teething troubles along the way, but 
we very much hope readers will support the idea and take part.  
For our first discussion topic, we have chosen a subject that has featured 
prominently in national debate in recent years and one about which many 
people hold deeply-held convictions, We invite your thoughts on the 
issue of assisted dying. Should it be regarded primarily as a matter of 
personal choice and individual dignity, or are there wider moral and 
societal implications thatmust also be carefully considered? 
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 

Andrew Kelley, Co-editor 
(Image: Wikimedia Commons) 

Send contributions to parishmagazine@wimborneminster.org.uk  
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15th – 21st June 
 

Refugee Week celebrates ‘the contributions, creativity and resilience of 
refugees and people seeking sanctuary.’ Across the country there are 
performances, cooking groups, storytelling and film showings. The theme 
this year is ‘Courage.’ Refugees need courage to face the unknown, 
learn new languages, take dangerous journeys. But courage is also 
needed to be welcoming, and to stand for what we believe.  
Quentin Blake has illustrated a list of nine Simple Acts suggested for us, 
which can be as straightforward as opening your door to a neighbour, 
trying new food, or watching a film that changes your view of the world.	
Here are three of the Simple Acts. You can find the rest on the Refugee 
Week website. 

   
Have a courageous 

conversation 
Share food and stories Go for a walk together 

 

How are we as individuals welcoming to others and open to new 
possibilities and connections in our community? 
 

https://refugeeweek.org/theme-refugee-week-2026-courage/  
 

You Missed a Treat 
On 6th May some of the Minster volunteers heard a very informative talk 
on Dementia Awareness from Sue Warr, of Prama. We all know 
someone who is living with dementia or someone who is a carer.  It is 
important that everyone who works as a volunteer at the Minster 
understands what it can feel like and how we can communicate with 
people who are living with dementia.  
Living Well magazine is produced by members of the local Dementia 
Friendly Communities along with Douch, the funeral directors. It contains 
very interesting articles and information about a wealth of useful 
organisations and support groups. You can find it in the Minster porch, 
and various outlets around Wimborne. 
There will be another Dementia Awareness Training session soon. 
Please look out for it! For more information, please contact Sue Tipping 
or Trish Hitchins.  
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Garden Party on Sunday 19th July from 1pm
In aid of Dorset Cancer Care + Dorset MS Centre 

“Brackenwood”, God’s Blessing 
Green, Holt,BH21 7DD (next to 
Stewarts Garden Centre)
Mike and Fay Clifford have been 
raising money for cancer treatment 
at Poole Hospital for more than
10 years, and last year raised just 
over £2,000.
Stroll around their lovely garden, 
be entertained by the Christchurch 
and District Band, and of course 
enjoy tea and cake, the plant 
stall and the tombola. There is 
parking near the house. Dogs on 
the lead are welcome, and the 
garden is wheelchair accessible. 
Please contact Fay Clifford on 
01202 885685 if you need more 
information.

Minster Tales
“Hear ye, hear ye! Some riveting tales of 
fascinating characters whose lives have 
enriched the Minster over the centuries 
were told in the Minster on Wednesday 
14th May.
A sold-out audience was enthralled by 
the exploits and considerable
achievements of Walter of Wimborne 
and Roger Gillingham, and by the
mischievous and amusing antics of 
Isaac Gulliver. They also learned of the 
very interesting and historic lives of 
Margaret Beaufort and Saint
Cuthburga. They then enjoyed excellent 
refreshments provided by the Friends’ 
Events Team.
Many thanks to Mike and Jane Twomey, 
Tony Horitz, Christine Oliver and the 
Mayor, who had not only put together 
and learned their lines very
well, but also dressed and acted their 

parts. Special thanks go to Malcolm  
Angel of Gullivers Bookshop for 
including the Minster Tales in
his excellent Literary Festival and for 
allowing the profits of the evening to
be used for the benefit of the Minster.”

From 4th - 11 October 2026, The Parish 
of Wareham is hosting a
Pilgrimage to the Peak District - 
visiting 3 Cathedrals, The National 
Memorial Arboretum, The World of 
Wedgewood, 3 Historic Houses and 
Gardens and Jodrell Bank, along with 
free time to explore. The cost for 8 
days is £1295 pp. Single supplement 
£299.
Further details are available from Pat 
Cherrett on 01929-552087.
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Book Review

Having read the two 
latest of Irish writer 
Colm Toibin’s novels, 
Long Island (2023) 
and A Long Winter 
(2025), and thoroughly 
enjoyed them, I decided 
to read the novel that 
made his name, which 
was published in 2009 
and won him (then an 
unknown) the Costa 
Prize that year.
Opportunities for young 
girls in Ireland in the 
1950s were scarce, so 
the older sister of Eilis, 
the heroine of the
novel, who has no permanent work 
despite having considerable ability, 
arranges with a visiting priest, Father 
Flood from the USA, for his church to 
sponsor Eilis to emigrate to his parish 
in Brooklyn, New York. Eilis knows 
that if she is to make anything of her 
life she has to go, despite terror at 
leaving her mother, her family, her 
friends , her country, and not knowing 
if she will ever return.
She endures a horrific crossing of the 
Atlantic by ship, which is graphically 
evoked with humourous undertones. 
She is found accomodation by the 
priest with a local landlady with half 
a dozen other young women, all in 
the same situation as herself. She is 
also found a job at Barlucci’s, a local 
department store. She settles into 
her new life and, over time, receives 
promotion, acquires an Italian 
boyfriend Tony, and as time goes by, 
falls in love with him. She secretly 

marries him before 
returning to Ireland for 
a visit, something she 
feels she must do
since her beloved sister 
Rose has died.
Upon her return to 
Ireland she is regarded 
as something of a 
celebrity in her local 
community, with 
her elegant clothes, 
and resumes her old 
life with friends and 
possessive mother. 
Right to the very end 
the story builds in 

tension: will she go back to Brooklyn 
or not?
The book is beautifully written, so 
evocative of Ireland and Brooklyn 
in the 1950s, with characters so 
sympathetically portrayed and 
an excellent plotline; Toibin richly 
deserves the blurb’s description, 
‘One of the country’s most critically 
acclaimed successful novelists.’
Beryl Balinas

Brooklyn, by Colm Toibin  
(2009, ISBN 978-0-144-04174-2)

 

Book Review: Brooklyn, by Colm Toibin (2009, ISBN 978-0-144-
04174-2) 

 

Having read the two latest of Irish writer Colm Toibin’s 
novels, Long Island (2023) and A Long Winter (2025), 
and thoroughly enjoyed them, I decided to read the novel 
that made his name, which was published in 2009 and 
won him (then an unknown) the Costa Prize that year. 
Opportunities for young girls in Ireland in the 1950s were 
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her local community, with her elegant clothes, and resumes her old life 
with friends and possessive mother. Right to the very end the story builds 
in tension: will she go back to Brooklyn or not? 
Th book is beautifully written, so evocative of Ireland and Brooklyn in the 
1950s, with characters so sympathetically portrait and an excellent 
plotline; Toibin richly deserves the blurb’s description, ‘One of the 
country’s most critically acclaimed successful novelists.’ 

- Beryl Balinas 
-  

Solution to May crossword.     

 

Book Review: Brooklyn, by Colm Toibin (2009, ISBN 978-0-144-
04174-2) 

 

Having read the two latest of Irish writer Colm Toibin’s 
novels, Long Island (2023) and A Long Winter (2025), 
and thoroughly enjoyed them, I decided to read the novel 
that made his name, which was published in 2009 and 
won him (then an unknown) the Costa Prize that year. 
Opportunities for young girls in Ireland in the 1950s were 
scarce, so the older sister of Eilis, the heroine of the 
novel, who has no permanent work despite having 
considerable ability, arranges with a visiting priest, 
Father Flood from the USA, for his church to sponsor 

Eilis to emigrate to his parish in Brooklyn, New York. Eilis knows that if 
she is to make anything of her life she has to go, despite terror at leaving 
her mother, her family, her friends , her country, and not knowing if she 
will ever return. 
She endures a horrific crossing of the Atlantic by ship, which is 
graphically evoked with humourous undertones. She is found 
accomodation by the priest with a local landlady with half a dozen other 
young women, all in the same situation as herself. She is also found a 
job at Barlucci’s, a local department store. She settles into her new life 
and, over time, receives promotion, acquires an Italian boyfriend Tony, 
and as time goes by, falls in love with him. She secretly marries him 
before returning to Ireland for a visit, something she feels she must do 
since her beloved sister Rose has died. 
Upon her return to Ireland she is regarded as something of a celebrity in 
her local community, with her elegant clothes, and resumes her old life 
with friends and possessive mother. Right to the very end the story builds 
in tension: will she go back to Brooklyn or not? 
Th book is beautifully written, so evocative of Ireland and Brooklyn in the 
1950s, with characters so sympathetically portrait and an excellent 
plotline; Toibin richly deserves the blurb’s description, ‘One of the 
country’s most critically acclaimed successful novelists.’ 

- Beryl Balinas 
-  

Solution to May crossword.     

Solution to May crossword
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Dear Solvers, In the month before the D-Day landings on June 6, 1944, several 
of the code names for operations and locations for the landings
appeared in the Telegraph crossword. This caused a massive security alert. It 
turned out the crosswords had been constructed by the headmaster of the
Strand school, which had been evacuated to a location in Surrey adjacent to 
a large army base. Some of the soldiers' chatter, including D-Day codewords, 
may thus have been heard and learnt by some of the schoolboys, and 
subsequently made their way into the crossword. This crossword is a modest 
tribute to that time. Bruce Jensen

set by Bruce JensenJune Crossword

 

June Crossword 
set by Bruce Jensen 

 

Dear Solvers, In the month before the D-Day landings on June 6, 1944, 
several of the code names for operations and locations for the landings 
appeared in the Telegraph crossword. This caused a massive security alert. It 
turned out the crosswords had been constructed by the headmaster of the 
Strand school, which had been evacuated to a location in Surrey adjacent to a 
large army base. Some of the soldiers' chatter, including D-Day codewords, 
may thus have been heard and learnt by some of the schoolboys, and 
subsequently made their way into the crossword. This crossword is a modest 
tribute to that time. - Bruce Jensen 
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T R U S T

Trust  us wit h 
the details; sp end 
more time wit h 
your thoughts

–
At times like these, with arrangements to be 

made – and where little details just add to your 
burden – it’s good to have someone you can trust. 
Whichever way you want to say goodbye, you can 

rely on us to help you say it well.

C R E M A T I O N S   •   S I M P L E  F U N E R A L S   •   C E M E T E R Y  B U R I A L S
W O O D L A N D  B U R I A L S   •   G R E E N  F U N E R A L S   •   N O N - R E L I G I O U S  S E R V I C E S

Douch & Small
F u n e r a l  d i r e c t o r s

D O U C H A N D S M A L L . C O . U K
OFFICED OUCHANDSMALL.C O.UK  •   01202 882  936
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